
Montgomery County Industrial Development Agency Meeting 
October 10, 2019 
Meeting Minutes 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Matthew Beck, Chairman   Kenneth F. Rose, Chief Executive Officer 
Carol Shineman, Vice Chair    Andrew Santillo, Staff Assistant 
Robert Harris, Treasurer    Vincenzo Nicosia, Economic Dev. Specialist 
Mark Kowalczyk, Member      Karl Gustafson, Jr., Grant Assistant 

  Amanda Auricchio, Esq., Member   Alex Kuttesch, Senior Planner (GIS) 
 Laurie Weingart, Member   A. Joseph Scott, Esq., Agency Counsel 
        
 

ABSENT:     OTHERS PRESENT: 
                       Robert Purtell, Eco. Dev. Committee Chairman     
      Keddy Chandran, NextEra Energy Resources, LLC. 

        Eric Mead, Town of Florida Supervisor  
 

                                              
I. Call to Order 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Beck at 4:30 p.m. 

 
 

II. Minutes 
 

Motion was made by Mark Kowalczyk, seconded by Robert Harris, to approve the minutes from the 
IDA regular meeting of September 12, 2019. All members present were in favor. 
 

 
III. Communications 

 
There were no communications.  
 

 
IV. Public Comments 

 
Chairman Beck opened the public comment.  
 
Eric Mead, from the Town of Florida addressed the board. He stated that many of the taxing 
jurisdictions in the county have opted out of tax incentives for commercial solar. As a resident and a 
board member, he ask for the Board to respect the wishes of those local agencies and leave any 
potential tax incentives in the hands of those taxing jurisdictions.  
 
Keddy Chandran from NextEra Energy stated that he believes the policy the Board is considering 
takes those kinds of things into account.  
 
Chairman Beck closed the public comment section of the meeting.   

 
V. Chair’s Report 
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There was no Chair’s report.  
 
 

VI. Director’s Report 
 

Mr. Ken Rose informed the board that a groundbreaking date has been set for the Vida-Blend 
expansion project in the Florida Business Park Extension. It will be held Friday, Oct. 25, at 11 a.m., 
at the site.  

 
 

VII. Financial Report 
 
IDA Financial Report  
 
Mr. Ken Rose stated the financial report was included in the board packet for review and reported 
that nothing was out of the ordinary. Agency counsel is working on MC3 account and a meeting of 
the MCEDC will likely take place in the next couple of months.   

 
Revolving Loan Fund  
 
Mr. Rose reported that the revolving loan report is included in the packet for review.  

 
 

VIII. Unfinished Business 
 
A. Green Energy UTEP 

 
Chairman Beck states that the latest version of the policy is included in the packet for the 
members. Counsel walks through the policy for Agency members and explains that this policy 
will delegate to local jurisdictions the granting of any financial assistance for green energy 
projects. There are provisions for consideration, in special circumstances.  
 
Chairman Beck states that there have been conversations and Mr. Mark Kowalczyk made a good 
recommendation that the Agency will assist localities that may not have worked with the Payment 
In Lieu of Tax (PILOT) program. That is something the county’s Economic Development staff 
will do for municipalities, if it is requested 
 
The following resolution was offered by Mark Kowalczyk, seconded by Carol Shineman, to wit: 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE AGENCY’S GREEN ENERGY POLICY  

 
The question of the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call, which 
resulted as follows: 

 
Matthew Beck VOTING YES 
Carol Shineman VOTING YES 
Robert Harris VOTING YES 
Amanda J. Auricchio, Esq. VOTING YES 
Mark Kowalczyk VOTING YES  
Laurie Weingart VOTING YES 
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IX. New Business 

 
A. 2020 MCIDA Budget  

 
Chairman Beck states that the Governance Committee provided a recommendation on 2020 budget 
for the Agency.  
 
Mr. Rose stated that this is part of PAAA and ABO requirements at state level, that public authorities 
are required to provide a budget to the state, prior to their fiscal year beginning, which for the Agency 
is January 1.  

 
A motion was offered by Carol Shineman, seconded by Amanda Auricchio, Esq., to accept the 
proposed budget. All member present voted in favor.   
 

B. MCIDA Appointment  
 

The Agency is in need of a secretary. Ms. Carol Shineman nominated Laurie Weingart to serve as 
the Agency’s secretary.  
 
A motion is offered by Carol Shineman, seconded by Robert Harris, to appoint Laurie Weingart as 
the Agency’s secretary. All members present voted in favor.  
 
Chairman Beck states there are vacancies on the Governance and Marketing committees. Mr. Mark 
Kowalczyk states he would serve on the Governance Committee.  
 
A motion is offered by Amanda Auricchio, Esq., seconded by Carol Shineman, to appoint Mark 
Kowalczyk to the Governance Committee.  
 
The vacancy on the Marketing Committee will be filled at a later date.  
 
 

X. Adjournment  
 

Chairman Beck states that there is no other business to come before the board.  
 
A motion was made by Mark Kowalczyk, seconded by Robert Harris, to adjourn the meeting at 
4:47 p.m. All members present were in favor.  

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________ 
Andrew Santillo 
Economic Development Staff Assistant 
Attachments: Resolution No. 19-30 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
RESOLUTION APPROVING IDA GREEN ENERGY POLICY 

 
A regular meeting of Montgomery County Industrial Development Agency (the “Agency”) was 

convened in public session at the offices of the Agency located at the Old County Courthouse, 9 Park 
Street, Fonda, New York on October 10, 2019 at 4:00 o’clock p.m., local time. 

 
The meeting was called to order by the (Vice) Chairman of the Agency and, upon roll being 

called, the following members of the Agency were: 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Matthew Beck Chairman 
Carol Shineman Vice Chairman 
Robert Harris Treasurer 
Amanda J. Auricchio, Esq. Member 
Mark Kowalczyk Member 
Laurie Weingart Member 

 
ABSENT: 
 

  
  

 
AGENCY STAFF PRESENT INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING: 
 

Kenneth F. Rose Chief Executive Officer 
Andrew Santillo  Staff Assistant 
Karl Gustafson, Jr.  Grant Assistant 
Vincenzo Nicosia Economic Development Specialist  
A. Joseph Scott, III, Esq. Agency Counsel 

 
The following resolution was offered by Mark Kowalczyk, seconded by Carol Shineman, to wit: 

 
Resolution No. 19-30 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE AGENCY’S GREEN ENERGY POLICY. 

 
WHEREAS, Montgomery County Industrial Development Agency (the “Agency”) is authorized 

and empowered by the provisions of Chapter 1030 of 1969 Laws of New York, constituting Title 1 of 
Article 18-A of the General Municipal Law, Chapter 24 of the Consolidated Laws of New York, as 
amended (the “Enabling Act”) and Chapter 666 of the 1970 Laws of New York, as amended, constituting 
Section 895-d of said General Municipal Law (said Chapter and the Enabling Act being hereinafter 
collectively referred to as the “Act”) to promote, develop, encourage and assist in the acquiring, 
constructing, reconstructing, improving, maintaining, equipping and furnishing of industrial, 
manufacturing, warehousing, commercial, research, and recreation facilities, among others, for the 
purpose of promoting, attracting and developing economically sound commerce and industry to advance 
the job opportunities, health, general prosperity and economic welfare of the people of the State of New 
York, to improve their prosperity and standard of living, and to prevent unemployment and economic 
deterioration; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Agency has taken note of the increase in “green energy” projects in Montgomery 

County and, in particular, the increase in solar energy projects; and 
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WHEREAS, the Agency desires to provide “financial assistance” (as defined in the Act) to 

“green energy” projects, but in a manner that is consistent with the mission of the Agency; and 
 
WHEREAS, a proposed draft of a Green Energy Policy is attached to Schedule A hereto (the 

“Green Energy Policy”); and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE MONTGOMERY 

COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

Section 1.  The Agency has reviewed the Green Energy Policy attached hereto as Schedule A.  
The Agency makes the following findings and determinations with respect to the Green Energy Policy: 
 

(A) The adoption by the Agency of the Green Energy Policy constitutes continuing 
agency administration and management (not new programs or a major reordering 
of priorities), and is therefore a “Type II action” under Article 8 of the 
Environmental Conservation Law, Chapter 43-B of the Consolidated Laws of 
New York, as amended (the “SEQR Act”), and the regulations adopted pursuant 
thereto by the Department of Environment Conservation of the State of New 
York, being 6 NYCRR Part 617, as amended (the “Regulations”) (the SEQR Act 
and the Regulations being collectively referred to as “SEQRA”) and, according, 
no further action by the Agency under SEQRA is required. 

 
(B) The purpose of the Agency is to promote, develop, encourage and assist in the 

acquiring, constructing, reconstructing, improving, maintaining, equipping and 
furnishing of commercial and industrial facilities, among others, for the purpose 
of promoting, attracting and developing economically sound commerce and 
industry to advance the job opportunities, health, general prosperity and 
economic welfare of the people of the State of New York, to improve their 
prosperity and standard of living, and to prevent unemployment and economic 
deterioration. 

 
(C) Any “green energy” policy enacted by the Agency must balance the interests of 

local residents, County interests, state policies, labor, industry and commerce, 
efficiency and administrative cost. 

 
(D) The Agency has followed the steps described below in connection with the 

adoption of the Green Energy Policy: 
 

(1) The Agency held a public hearing regarding the proposed Green Energy 
Policy on September 12, 2019. 

 
(2) A public notice notifying the public of the Public Hearing was published 

in the local newspaper, and posted on the Agency’s website. 
 
(3) The Agency sent a copy of the Agency’s Green Energy Policy to all 

affected tax jurisdictions in Montgomery County.  The list of affected tax 
jurisdictions is attached hereto as Schedule B.  The Agency’s Green 
Energy Policy was sent by first class mail, return receipt requested.   
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(4) The Agency staff has included all written comments regarding the 
Agency’s Green Energy Policy in the public record. 

 
(5) A copy of the minutes of the Public Hearing have been made available to 

the members of the Agency. 
 

(C) The Agency notes that the representatives of affected tax jurisdiction present at 
this meeting and the comments offered by such representatives are described on 
Schedule C attached to this resolution. 

 
 

Section 2.  (A) The form, terms and substance of the Green Energy Policy are hereby approved in 
all respects. 

 
(B) The Green Energy Policy shall be effective the date of this resolution.  Any 

hydro, wind and solar projects that have met the following conditions shall not be subject to such 
policy:  (1) the proposed project shall have received prior approval by the Agency regarding the 
granting of “financial assistance” under the Act, or (2) the Agency shall have entered into a 
contract or contracts with the project applicant regarding the undertaking of the proposed project. 

 
Section 3.  The Agency hereby authorizes the Chief Executive Officer to take all steps necessary 

to implement the Green Energy Policy. 
 

Section 4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call, 
which resulted as follows: 
 

Matthew Beck VOTING  YES   
Carol Shineman VOTING  YES   
Robert Harris VOTING YES  
Amanda J. Auricchio, Esq. VOTING  YES   
Mark Kowalczyk VOTING  YES   
Laurie Weingart VOTING  YES   

 
The foregoing Resolution No. 19-30 was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
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STATE OF NEW YORK ) 
 ) SS.: 
COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY ) 
 
 

I, the undersigned Secretary of Montgomery County Industrial Development Agency (the 
“Agency”), DO HEREBY CERTIFY that I have compared the foregoing annexed extract of the minutes 
of the meeting of the members of the Agency, including the Resolution contained therein, held on 
October 10, 2019 with the original thereof on file in my office, and that the same is a true and correct 
copy of said original and of such Resolution contained therein and of the whole of said original so far as 
the same relates to the subject matters therein referred to. 
 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that (A) all members of the Agency had due notice of said meeting; 
(B) said meeting was in all respects duly held; (C) pursuant to Article 7 of the Public Officers Law (the 
“Open Meetings Law”), said meeting was open to the general public, and due notice of the time and place 
of said meeting was duly given in accordance with such Open Meetings Law; and (D) there was a quorum 
of the members of the Agency present throughout said meeting. 
 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that, as of the date hereof, the attached Resolution is in full force and 
effect and has not been amended, repealed or rescinded. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the Agency this 
10th day of October, 2019. 
 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Secretary 

 
 
 
(SEAL) 
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SCHEDULE A 

 
COPY OF GREEN ENERGY POLICY 

 
 

 
 A-1 
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ADDITION TO UNIFORM TAX EXEMPTION POLICY 
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY IDA  

GREEN ENERGY POLICY  
 

 
SECTION 1810. GREEN ENERGY POLICY. 
 
 (A) General. The Agency wishes to adopt a policy regarding green energy 
development for the following purposes: 
 

 (1) Recognize that the development of energy projects in Montgomery 
County is a local concern and that local municipalities should be the primary decision-makers 
regarding the siting of and granting assistance to such projects. 
 

 (2) Stress the primary mission of the Agency is to create jobs and job 
opportunities, and, because the development of energy projects generally results in low job 
creation and opportunity, the development of energy projects is a low priority of the Agency. 

 
(B) Eligible Projects.  
 
 (1) No hydro, wind and solar project will constitute an “eligible project” 

under the Agency’s Policies and, accordingly, the Agency will not grant any “financial 
assistance” to any such projects. 

 
 (2) Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the event that the Agency determines 

to grant “financial assistance” to a hydro, wind or solar project, the Agency will first obtain 
the consent of each affected tax jurisdiction to the terms of any grant of “financial assistance” 
prior to the granting by the Agency of such financial assistance. 

 
 (C) Miscellaneous. Unless specifically outlined in this Policy, the applicant will be 
responsible for complying with all other rules and regulations as set forth in the Agency’s 
Administrative Policy Manual. 
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SCHEDULE B 

 
LIST OF AFFECTED 

TAX JURISDICTIONS 
Montgomery County  
City of Amsterdam  
Town of Amsterdam  
Town of Canajoharie  
Town Charleston  
Town of Florida  
Town of Glen  
Town of Minden  
Town of Mohawk  
Town of Palatine  
Town of Root  
Town of St. Johnsville  
Village of Ames  
Village of Canajoharie  
Village of Fonda  
Village of Fort Johnson  
Village of Fort Plain  
Village of Fultonville  
Village of Hagaman  
Village of Nelliston  
Village of Palatine Bridge  
Village of St. Johnsville  
Greater Amsterdam School District  
Canajoharie Central School District  
Fonda-Fultonville Central School District  
Fort Plain Central School District  
Oppenheim-Ephratah-St. Johnsville Central School District 
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