
Montgomery County Planning Board  

Meeting Minutes  

June 11, 2020  

(digital meeting via Zoom) 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT:                                                           

Wayne DeMaillie, Chairman Ken Rose, Economic Development Director  

Mark Hoffman, Vice Chair  Alex Kuttesch, Senior Planner                                                      

Erin Covey, Member                                                   Vinnie Nicosia, Economic Dev. Specialist 

Irene Collins, Member                                                   Andrew Santillo, Economic Dev. Assistant     

Ronald Jemmott, Member 

Angela Frederick, Member 

David Wiener, Member  

Betty Sanders, Alternate             

 

ABSENT:                                                                            OTHERS PRESENT: 

John Lyker, Member 

 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne DeMaille at 6:33 p.m. 

 

II. Role Call  

 

The roll call of board members was done by Chairman DeMaille.  

 

 

III. Adoption of the Agenda 

Betty Sanders made a motion to accept the agenda, Mark Hoffman seconded. All were in 

favor. 

 

IV. Minutes  

Irene Collins made a motion to accept the previous meeting’s minutes, seconded by Erin 

Covey. All were in favor.  

 



V. Public Comment  

 

There was no public comment.  

 

 

VI. Village of Canajoharie: Zoning Code Update 

 

Senior Planner Alex Kuttesch explained that the Village of Canajoharie has been working for 

the past year on a comprehensive zoning code update, which, in part, came out of the 

waterfront revitalization planning. The village has been working with Delaware Engineering 

and this zoning code update is a culmination of their work and a reflection of the new things 

that are going on in Canajoharie.  

 

Mark Hoffman wanted to confirm what it was that they were updating and Alex Kuttesch 

explained that there is a useful summary that show exactly the way it was previously, the way 

it will be and a description of the changes.  

 

Angela Fredrick said the zoning map makes more sense now, based on how things are 

changing in business and in the population of the village.  

 

Betty Sanders made the motion to accept the Village of Canajoharie’s zoning code updates, 

Angela Frederick seconded. A roll call vote was held and all members were in favor.  

 

Referral was passed. 

 

  

VII. City of Amsterdam: Zoning Code Updates 

 

Senior Planner Alex Kuttesch explained the referral, stating that this is a zoning update from 

the city. The city is looking to update its definition of microbrewery to alcoholic beverage 

production and sales facility, and also make an update to its definition of light manufacturing.  

 

City of Amsterdam Community & Economic Development Director Amanda Bearcroft 

explained that the city is looking at this alcoholic beverage production and sales facility 

definition as more of an umbrella term that the city wants to include into the code. There was 

some interest from wineries and distilleries in areas of the city and they weren’t allowed 

currently as a permitted or special permitted use. This new definition will encompass all types 

of alcohol production. Microbrewery would also now fall under this new definition.  

 

Ronald Jemmott made the motion to accept the City of Amsterdam’s zoning code updates, 

Erin Covey seconded it. A roll call vote was held and all members were in favor, except for 

Irene Collins who abstained. 

 

The referral was passed  



 

VIII. City of Amsterdam: Use Variance 

 

City of Amsterdam Community & Economic Development Director Amanda Bearcroft stated 

for the board that the building at 147 Church Street in the City of Amsterdam has been vacant 

now for more than one year. Mr. Joshua Warner is looking to rent the facility and turn it back 

in an auto service station. However, existing code in the ED district only allows minor service 

stations like a gas station. Mr. Warner is looking to do more technical services, which is 

considered a major auto service station. This referral went to the city’s ZBA and now has 

been referred to the county’s Planning Board.  

 

Chairman DeMaille asked if the facility will only be doing repairs and Ms. Bearcroft said that 

this will be a service in/service out station only and will not be for junk vehicles. It only has 

two bays, as it is smaller building.  

 

Mark Hoffman made a motion to approve the referral, seconded by Betty Sanders. A roll call 

vote was held and all members were in favor, except for Irene Collins who abstained. 

 

The referral was passed.  

 

 

IX. Other Business  

 

Betty Sanders asked about any new developments at the redevelopment site in Canajoharie. 

Director Ken Rose told the board that even during the shutdown caused by the pandemic, the 

asbestos abatement and hazardous abatement has been ongoing at the site. The abatement is 

continuing and is expected to be done sometime during the summer.  

 

 

X. Adjournment 

Mark Hoffman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:59 p.m., seconded by Irene 

Collins.   

 

All were in favor.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_______________________________ 

Andrew Santillo  

Economic Development Staff Assistant 


