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Montgomery County Planning Board Meeting Minutes 
January 28, 2010 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
Chairman Fritz called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The following members were present: 

 
Luis Aguero   1st Ward) 
Robert DiCaprio  2nd Ward  
Crystal Ricciuti (Secretary) 4th Ward 
Andy Reed   5th Ward 
Phil Arnold   Town of Amsterdam 
Jack Fritz (Chairman)  Town of Charleston 
Scott McKay (Vice Chair) Town of Florida 
John Thomas    Town of Glen 
Keith MacGregor  Town of Minden 
Anthony Bruno  Town of Mohawk 
Donald Mead Jr.  Town of Palatine 
Douglas Greene  Senior Planner 
Randy Siver   Assistant Planner 

 
Absent: 

 
Robert Mead   3rd Ward (excused) 
John Lyker   Town of Root (excused) 
Sam Giarrizzo   Town of St. Johnsville (excused) 
Ken Rose   Executive Director, MCIDA and Montgomery County 

Business Center (excused) 
Karl Baia, Chair  Chair Economic Development & Planning Committee 

(BOS) (excused) 
Vacant    Town of Canajoharie 

 
Guests:  None 

  
II. Adoption of Agenda- Chairman Fritz asked if there were any changes to agenda.  Not 

hearing any requests to change the agenda, he asked for a motion to adopt the agenda, motion 
by John Thomas, second by Tony Bruno.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 
III. Approval of Minutes- Chairman Fritz asked if there were any changes or corrections to the 

November 19, 2009 minutes.  No changes or corrections were suggested; Crystal Ricciuti 
made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Keith MacGregor and the motion passed 
unanimously.  Doug Greene mentioned that meeting notes from the December 17th meeting 
were included in the Board’s packet.  Scott McKay said that because there was no quorum, 
the meeting notes/minutes could not be approved.  No action was taken.  Phil Arnold asked 
about what happened at the December meeting regarding Cell Tower referral on 
Hammondtown Road.  Doug said the there wasn’t a quorum but if there were, the staff would 
have recommended it be sent back as a local matter.  There were legal concerns that needed 
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to be handled by the Town, not the County Planning Board.  The staff did bring up a number 
of concerns for the Town to consider. 

 
IV. Communications-  

 
A. Letter re:  Chalmer’s Mills—NYS OPRHP recommendation to list property on NYS 

Register of Historic Places and nominate to the National Register of Historic Places.  
Doug explained that this is basically the same situation that was discussed by the Board a 
year ago, but now the process had moved to the final, federal approval stage.  There was 
nothing for the Board to take action on, and it was for information purposes.  He also 
mentioned that even if the Chalmers Building is demolished, a mitigation plan was in 
place to document the structure before demolition. 
 

B. Proposed wetlands regulations from IDA conference- New state legislation on wetlands 
were described briefly by Doug.  He mentioned that the proposed legislation would 
redefine wetlands from 12.4 acres down to 1 acre, which could have a significant impact 
on development in the state.  The Board asked the Staff to find out more details on this 
and report back next month. 

 
V. Public Comment- None 

 
VI. Old Business- None 

 
VII. New Business- 

  
A. Town of Amsterdam—Dunkin Donuts 2nd Sign Request, 4882 State Hwy 30—Area 

Variance.  
Doug Greene reported that the Board had taken action on the project over a year ago for a 
Site Plan Review.  He and Randy had driven by the site; saw that the second sign was 
already in place and that it did not appear to be obtrusive.  The staff recommended that 
the plan be sent back as a local issue.   
 
John Thomas made a motion to send the plan back to the Town of Amsterdam as a local 
plan, seconded by Keith MacGregor.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

B. Town of Amsterdam—Cedar Crest Apartments 36 Unit Expansion, 147 Wallins Corners 
Rd.—Site Plan Review  
Randy Siver attempted to make a Powerpoint presentation but the projector would not 
work and so handout copies were distributed to the Board members instead.  Randy 
began by describing the project as the site of Wallins Corner Apartments, which the 
Board had made a recommendation on back in 2007.  This was really a second phase of 
that project and proposed an additional 36 units in addition to the 76 units that were 
approved and currently under construction.  The 3 acre property was zoned B-2, which 
required a site plan review of a multi-family project.   
 
Randy then proceeded to go through the Staff review and recommendations on the 
project using the Town of Amsterdam’s Site Plan Review Ordinance.   
 



4/23/2010 3 

Letter B- Transportation- The access on to Wallins Corner Road should be approved by 
the County Highway Department.  There was even a possibility of combining both phases 
into one entrance.  Randy also pointed out that the two apartment phases were not 
internally connected.  A rear gravel drive did connect the two phases and the staff thought 
that drive should become a permanent, paved driveway.  The Town’s Engineer suggested 
a traffic study might be warranted, which the staff agreed. 
Letter C- Fire and Emergency Protection – The staff wanted to be sure the Town got a 
sign off from the Town Fire Department. 
Letter D- Pedestrian Traffic Access and Circulation- The staff noted that there wasn’t a 
sidewalk connection from the Phase 2 apartments to the road or to the Phase 1 area and 
recommended that the developer submit a complete, interconnected pedestrian plan for 
both apartment phases.  The Site Plan Review Ordinance also suggested bike racks, 
where appropriate.  The staff thought this might not be required but considered.  They 
also felt that the Town should look at developing a comprehensive sidewalk plan that 
possibly could be in the form of a payment in lieu of program.   
Letter E- Location of ….Signs- Staff recommended that one sign be used for both 
projects. 
Letter G-  Landscaping- A landscape buffer should be placed along the western property 
boundary.   
Letter H- Adequacy of Open Space- Randy drew the Board’s attention to site plan which 
showed an open space area.  A different grading plan showed the same area being a 
drainage swale, which could not function as useable open space.  A Board member 
mentioned that the drainage swale could be piped underground and made into a usable 
area.  The staff recommended that the developer submit a useable open space plan. 
Letter I- Adequacy of Provision of ……snow removal storage areas. – The staff 
suggested that the developer show a snow removal storage area on the plan. 
Letter M- How Does the Plan Harmonize with the Surrounding Character?- Randy made 
a general statement about this plan not being coordinated with the earlier 76 unit 
apartment adjacent to phase 2. 
 
Randy said that the developer should provide additional information on what was planned 
for the remaining property.  This would be helpful in making sure that the entire property 
is planned as a whole.  He finished the staff comments by that while there were a number 
of issues that needed to be corrected or changed, the staff would recommend approval 
with a list of conditions, which he described.    
 
A Board member mentioned that he understood that a sanitary sewer pump station in the 
area needed to be upgraded and wondered a nearby pump station could handle the 
additional residential units.  Randy mentioned that the Delaware Engineering had brought 
that up and said that sewer capacity needed to be improved if the apartments were built.  
Another Board member asked if the dumpsters were going to be screened and if there 
were enough of them.  Doug said that the plans submitted included dumpster screening 
details, however, he wasn’t sure that there was enough solid waste capacity.  The Board 
asked that a condition be added that the provision of adequate solid waste be approved by 
the Town.   
 
Board member Thomas said he didn’t think the plan was “ready” and needed to be 
brought back later when the issues had been fixed.  It was suggested that the Board 
disapprove the plan and request an amended site plan be re-submitted after the developer 
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had addressed the conditions.  Crystal Ricciuti asked if the developer would have to meet 
all the conditions the staff recommended.  Doug Greene said that if the Town approved 
the plan with conditions, the developer would have to meet those conditions before a 
building permit could be issued.  He didn’t know how the Board could recommend 
disapproval with conditions.   
 
Crystal Ricciuti made motion to disapprove the Site Plan Review for the Cedar Crest 
Apartments and that the developer re-submit the plan with the issues being corrected.  
The motion passed unanimously.   
 

VIII. Other Business-  
 
A. Adopt 2010 County Planning Board Calendar 

Doug said that the Staff wanted to avoid the conflicts that took place last year when 
Thanksgiving and Christmas fell on the 4th Thursday.  That only happened once, on 
Thanksgiving during the 2010 Calendar year.  A discussion then ensued about changing 
the meeting start from 7 p.m. to an earlier time.  The Board finally agreed to change the 
meeting time to 6:30 p.m.  Doug said he was going to send out letters to all the Municipal 
Clerks in the County notifying them of the Calendar, the time change and a request to 
update Board member contact information.   
 

B. Discussion of County Planning Board Alternate- Mr. Greene briefly describe a state law  
that allows Alternates to be used.  Questions were raised as to how many alternates 
should there be, who would pick them, would they attend every meeting, was this 
addressed in the by-laws?  The staffs said they would check the by-laws and question the 
County Attorney about this and report back to the Board next month.  
 

C. Discuss Delete and Combine- Chairman Fritz said he was still wanted to discuss the  
Delete and Combine issue.  He said that it was late and he needed more time to review 
the lengthy email opinions from the Department of State. 
 

D. Next Meeting Date:  February 25, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

IX. Adjournment- The meeting finished at 8:15 p.m. 
 

Recorded by and respectfully submitted 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Doug Greene 
Senior Planner 

 
Approved by: 

 
 

_____________________________  _________________________________ 
Crystal Ricciuti, Secretary   Jack Fritz, Chair 


